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To:    All District Court Judges 
From:  Judge Lisa Woodruff-White 
Date:  October 4, 2019 
Re:    Judges Professional Liability Insurance 
 
Dear Colleagues:   
 
Over the last few years, all Louisiana judges have seen increases in premiums for 
professional liability insurance coverage and in some cases have received policy 
cancellation notices.  On behalf of the membership of the Louisiana District Judges 
Association, and with assistance and interest from the Associations of Appellate Court 
and City Court Judges, a team of judges inquired about the reason for these policy 
changes and explored alternative coverage options.   

 
One such alternative included the concept of a Risk Purchasing Group pursuant to the 
Liability Risk Retention Act of 1986.  This concept was presented to the membership 
during the Annual Spring Conference in April of 2019.  However, after seeking this 
type of coverage through an informal process and again through a more formal Request 
for Proposal, still no proposal was offered.   

 
Putting aside the risk purchasing concept, the committee of judges met on several 
occasions with representatives from the Jamison Group and CNA.  This memorandum 
sets forth some important information gathered from those discussions.   

 
I.  Reporting Requirements, Claim Denial, Policy Cancellations  

 
Most Louisiana judges are currently covered by the Herbert L. Jamison Company.    
Based on the Jamison policy, the initial letter to a judge from the Judiciary Commission 
providing notice of a complaint is a “claim” which must be reported to the insurer.  
 
Jamison representatives reported that judges who failed to report the initial inquiry 
letter to Jamison when received, but later sought coverage for the claim if the Judiciary 
Commission recommended further proceedings, have been - and will continue to be- 
denied coverage for that particular claim. Recognizing this requirement, it is imperative 
that you report to Jamison the receipt of an inquiry letter from the Judiciary 
Commission even if you elect not to use your policy to engage legal representation for 
your initial response.   

 
We also learned that Judges were routinely notified of non-renewal (cancellation) if 



 
judges received two or more claims that triggered policy coverage within a policy term, 
or over a span of 3-5 years, depending on the nature of the claim.  Our committee of 
judges specifically asked Jamison to reassess this practice, and they agreed.  Recently, 
we were advised of a change in that cancellation practice.  Specifically, there will no 
longer be a routine policy cancellation if two or more claims are reported.  Judges will 
be assessed on a case-by-case basis and, if necessary, required to pay a higher premium.  
A “look-back” period of a maximum of five (5) years will apply for a premium 
surcharge.  The surcharge may later be removed or reduced depending on the claims 
history of the insured.   

 
II. Louisiana Premiums 

 
As most of you know, in 2018, premiums were increased by 50% across the board (with 
no individual underwriting).  In 2019, premiums were again increased by 25%.  The 
base premium went from approximately $1,600 to $2,495 to the current base rate of 
$3,120, which went into effect August 1, 2019.  There are no plans for another rate 
increase in 2020.   
 
In explaining the 75% rate increase, Jamison indicated that premiums are based on 
statewide performance (number of claims) of all judges.  Jamison attributed the 
increase in premiums in Louisiana to the frequency of claims, which they alleged to be 
over three (3) timed higher than the number of claims in all other states.  “Frequency” 
was defined as the number of “claims reported” where an attorney is hired and policy 
coverage is triggered.  It does not include claims where no counsel is engaged.  
Jamison’s records indicate that there are over 60 claims per year lodged against 
Louisiana judges.  We are working to verify this data and to determine ways to reduce 
the high frequency of claims in Louisiana as compared to other states.   
 
The LDJA will continue its work to address professional liability insurance issues.  
Additional information will be provided to you as it is received.  Anyone with interest 
in these issues is welcome to join our workgroup.   
 
Sincerely Yours,  

 
Lisa Woodruff-White, LDJA President 
Judge, East Baton Rouge Family Court 
cc:   Chief Justice Johnson, Associate Justices, Sandra Vujnovich, LDJA Executive Board      
     (by email) 

 


