
RESOLUTION 
OF THE LOUISIANA DISTRICT JUDGES ASSOCIATION 

REGARDING PROPOSED COMMENTS TO  
CANON 4 OF THE CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT  

 
Whereas, the Louisiana District Judges Association embraces as its mission, in part, 
“the professional development of its membership to provide the greatest access to 
fair, just, and responsive trial courts.”  
 
Whereas, in pursuing that mission, the Louisiana District Judges Association has 
established committees of judges in leadership roles through which it seeks to fulfill 
its mission of service to the entire membership.   
 
Whereas, under the leadership of Judge Robert Morrison, the Legislative 
Committee of the Louisiana District Judges Association has undertaken to interact 
with the legislature regarding matters involving the administration of justice.  
 
Whereas, the district judges have often been called upon to provide information 
regarding a legislative matter through testimony at legislative hearings, and in 
consultation with legislative committee members.   
 
Whereas, the district judges are encouraged by the Louisiana Supreme Court to 
foster relationships with members of the legislature through judicial ride-alongs, 
participation in community events, and in joint educational programs.   
 
Whereas, the District Judges Association works in tandem with the Louisiana 
Supreme Court in seeking the annual judicial appropriation by providing relevant 
data, corresponding with legislators, and in show-casing innovative projects that 
enhance the court process.   
 
Whereas, all interaction of the district judges is governed by Canon 4 of the Code 
of Judicial Conduct which allows judges to “consult with a legislative body or 
official, but only on matters concerning the administration of justice.”   
 
Whereas, district judges are faced with the paradox of balancing their call to 
impartiality and apolitical positions with the need to participate in the process of 
governing.   
 
Whereas, interpretation of the phrase, “matters concerning the administration of 
justice” may theoretically include everything involving the judicial branch; what is 
permissible and what is prohibited should not be distinguished by matters of 
administration, but rather by improving upon the functional application of a law.   
 
Whereas, the judiciary is the linchpin in the interpretation of law and, as such, is a 
vitally important participant in ensuring that laws are crafted with functionality and 
are workable by application.   
 
Whereas, Canon 4 leaves room within the constraints of legal interpretation to 
develop standards by which judges may permissibly entertain discourse with the 
legislative branch without fear of overreaching during the process.   
 
Whereas, recognizing that judges and judicial officials must necessarily involve 
themselves in the legislative process, the Louisiana District Judges Association does 



hereby urge and request the adoption of comments to Canon 4 setting forth 
permissible activity that preserves judicial values of independence and impartiality.  
 
Whereas, proposed Comments to Canon 4 are as follows, to wit:   
 

Commentary to Canon 4 
 
Actions that would be consistent with this rule include:  

1. Identification and designation of legislative bills that are favorable and 
non-favorable to the judicial branch for purposes of the administration 
of justice;  

2. Communication with legislators and others, in person or in writing, 
setting forth the reasons for a favorable or non-favorable position of a 
judge or a judge’s association regarding a legislative bill;    

3. Offering testimony before a legislative committee setting forth the 
reasons for a favorable or non-favorable position of a judge or a 
judge’s association regarding a legislative bill; such testimony serving 
to recommend and inform on improvements to the civil and criminal 
justice system, and to promote access to and administration of justice.  

4. Working with legislators and legislative staff on bills identified as 
unfavorable and to advance bills that are identified as favorable;   

5. Working with the executive branch on legislative matters, budget 
appropriations, or other matters relative to the administration of 
justice;   

6. Hosting social activities for legislators and other elected officials with 
the intention of improving relations between all branches of 
government.   

 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
The LDJA supports a healthy discourse and productive interaction between all 
branches of government.   
 
The LDJA encourages judges and judicial partners to communicate with their 
legislators and engage in the governmental process within the parameters of Canon 
4 of the Code of Judicial Conduct.   
 
The LDJA calls for the adoption of Comments to Canon 4 to facilitate interaction 
and communication between the judiciary and the legislature.   
 
The LDJA supports the adoption of the Comments to Canon 4 as set forth in this 
Resolution.     
        

                          

             
Judge Lisa Woodruff-White 
LDJA President  
New Orleans, Louisiana  
This 8th day of December, 2018.    


